Friends of Harlo Haagenson Preserve


Harlo Haagenson Santuary Time Line 
· The Haagenson Sanctuary was quietly put on the real estate market (Prudential) in August of 2004 by the Connecticut Audubon Society (CAS), through “Owl Properties, LLC” for $775,000. 
· In early April 2005, members of the community learned of the sale. There was no sign posted at the preserve and no evidence that CAS informed any local officials or conservation groups. It was on an MLS listing. 
· Friends and neighbors objected strongly to the sale because it was not consistent with Mr. Haagenson express intent.
· Many letters have been written by friends, neighbors, and family (nephew) of Harlo and Margaret Haagenson attesting to his intent. 
· Letters exchanged by attorneys for CAS and Harlo Haagenson specified an agreement regarding the sale of one to two conforming lots for the purpose of creating an endowment to support stewardship of the preserve.   

· In late April, 2005, the Friends of Harlo Haagenson Preserve (FHHP), a coalition of concerned citizens, conservation organizations, and members of the East Haddam community, formed in an effort to maintain the preserve in perpetuity as intended by Harlo Haagenson. 

· In May, FHHP asked CAS to take the preserve off the market to provide time to negotiate a conservation solution. CAS refused to do so. 
· In late June, FHHP proposed that CAS receive reimbursement for all financial costs expended to acquire and steward the preserve in exchange for the transfer of the deed to a conservation organization(s) for preservation in its entirety in perpetuity. Representatives of several local conservation groups, notably the East Haddam Open Space Commission and Gateway Commission, suggested that funds could be made available for this purpose. CAS rejected this proposal. 
· In late June, 2005, CAS requested that FHHP extend a formal offer of intent to buy the preserve for a minimum of $500,000 in two days time. They had found a buyer. 
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