July 13, 2005
Attorney General Richard Blumenthal
State of Connecticut

P.O. Box 120

Hartford, CT 06140-0120

FAX 860-808-5387
Dear Attorney General Blumenthal,
We are most grateful for your investigation of the sale of the Harlo Haagenson Preserve by Connecticut Audubon Society (CAS). Many individuals and conservationists in the East Haddam area and across Connecticut feel this action by CAS represents a serious breach of public trust that could affect the integrity of conservation organizations state-wide. Hundreds of people have signed a petition in opposition to the sale of the preserve and in support of efforts to safeguard it in its entirety as open space and habitat for wildlife, as Mr. Haagenson intended.    


The Friends of Harlo Haagenson Preserve is a grassroots coalition, which include members from many local and state conservation organizations, formed to negotiate a conservation solution. On June 28th we proposed to CAS that they receive full reimbursement for all financial costs assumed upon accepting the Quit Claim Deed in exchange for the transfer of the deed to a conservation organization(s) for preservation in its entirety in perpetuity. CAS declined our proposal (correspondence attached).
We remain committed to a conservation alternative and stand ready to assist you in resolving this matter. Please feel free to contact Cynthia Matthew at 860-873-2465 (ctmatthew@creekrowpartners.com), if the Friends of Harlo Haagenson Preserve can be of help. Would someone from your office kindly keep us informed of the status of the case?

Thank you for your attention to this issue. We heartily support your commitment to preserving the rights of donors and responsibilities of charitable organizations in CT. 
Respectfully,

Todd Gelston, on behalf of the Friends of the Harlo Haagenson Preserve 


