July 3, 2005
Mr. Robert Martinez, President
Connecticut Audubon Society

2325 Burr Street

Fairfield, CT 06824-1806

Dear Mr. Martinez:
It was very disappointing to receive your letter of June 28th, in which you request that we submit a letter of intent offering a minimum of $500,000 by June 30th.  This request is unreasonable. Open space purchases require: 1) accurate conservation assessments and appraisals; 2) public approval, and 3) sufficient time for this process. In our meeting with you on Tuesday, June 21st, we understood that you felt the best solution was a conservation alternative and were willing to take the time needed to negotiate a solution and raise public funds. We remain extremely interested in working with you to find a way to acquire and transfer the Haagenson preserve to another conservation organization. Of course, this would require further discussion and a reasonable time frame. This has become a very difficult situation for all of us. 
We are committed to maintaining the integrity all conservation organizations. We are concerned about the circumstances that would lead CAS to take this unprecedented course of action. Because the preserve remained listed on the real estate market coupled with your manner of handling the situation, many people believe their only recourse is to turn to the public for support until a satisfactory solution is found. 

Your recent communication indicated that you are determined to sell the property in the open market. If you still believe that a conservation alternative is the best option, we urge you to reconsider and work with us to resolve this situation in a manner that is consistent with the customary standards of practice in the conservation field and maintain the public trust in conservation organizations.  
Very truly yours,
Todd Gelston, on behalf of the Friends of Harlo Haagenson Preserve

Cc: Barbara Strickland, Chair, Board of Directors

